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A MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR

Hi All. First of all, please see below for the pictures of the
jewellery stand and long thin spindle that Gerry Marlow made back
in September but which my camera decided not to photograph.

Congratulations to all the winners of the end of year competitions,
some really impressive work was on display - see some of the
pictures later on in this issue. Also, a big thankyou to all of your
main committee for the hard work they put in organising an
excellent social event.

I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a great 2019, and hope that Santa remembers to
bring you the tools and equipment that you’ve been hoping for.

Happy Turning

Bill
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TRENT VALLEY WOODTURNERS

Dates for your Diary 2019

HO – Hands on DAY- 9.30 to 3.30. HO – Hands on EVENING - 6-9pm,
OH – Open House, no turning – 1.30 -4.30,
L2T -Learn to Turn – Trainers & Trainees only - 7-9pm.

January February March April
Mon 1
Tues 1 2 HO
Wed 2 3
Thurs 3 4 HO
Fri 4 1 L2T 1 L2T 5
Sat 5 2 2 6
Sun 6 3 3 7
Mon 7 4 4 8
Tues 8 5 HO L2T 5 HO L2T 9
Wed 9 Meeting 6 L2T 6 L2T 10 Meeting
Thurs 10 7 HO 7 HO 11
Fri 11 8 L2T 8 L2T 12
Sat 12 HO 9 9 13 HO
Sun 13 10 10 14
Mon 14 11 11 15
Tues 15 12 12 16
Wed 16 OH 13 Meeting 13 Meeting AGM 17 OH
Thurs 17 HO 14 14 18 HO
Fri 18 L2T 15 L2T 15 19 EASTER
Sat 19 16 HO 16 HO 20 EASTER
Sun 20 17 17 21 EASTER
Mon 21 18 18 22 EASTER
Tues 22 L2T 19 L2T 19 L2T 23
Wed 23 L2T 20 OH L2T 20 OH L2T 24
Thurs 24 21 HO 21 HO 25 HO
Fri 25 L2T 22 L2T 22 Newark Show 26
Sat 26 23 23 Newark Show 27
Sun 27 24 24 28
Mon 28 25 25 29
Tues 29 L2T 26 L2T 26 L2T 30
Wed 30 L2T 27 L2T 27 L2T
Thurs 31 HO 28 HO 28 HO
Fri 29
Sat 30
Sun 31
Mon



May June July August
Mon 1
Tues 2 HO
Wed 1 3
Thurs 2 HO 4 HO 1 HO
Fri 3 5 2
Sat 4 1 6 3
Sun 5 2 7 4
Mon 6 BANK HOLIDAY 3 8 5
Tues 7 4 HO 9 6 HO
Wed 8 Meeting 5 10 Meeting 7
Thurs 9 6 HO 11 8
Fri 10 7 12 9
Sat 11 HO 8 13 HO 10
Sun 12 9 14 11
Mon 13 10 15 12
Tues 14 11 16 13
Wed 15 OH 12 Meeting 17 OH 14 Meeting
Thurs 16 HO 13 18 HO 15 HO
Fri 17 14 19 16
Sat 18 15 HO 20 17 HO
Sun 19 16 21 18
Mon 20 17 22 19
Tues 21 18 23 20
Wed 22 19 OH 24 21 OH
Thurs 23 20 HO 25 HO 22
Fri 24 21 26 23
Sat 25 22 27 24
Sun 26 23 28 25
Mon 27 BANK HOLIDAY 24 29 26 Beacon Hill event
Tues 28 25 30 27
Wed 29 26 31 28
Thurs 30 HO 27 HO 29 HO
Fri 31 28 30
Sat 29 31
Sun 30
Mon
Tues



September October November December
Sun 1
Mon 2
Tues 1 HO 3 HO
Wed 2 4
Thurs 3 HO 5 HO
Fri 4 1 6
Sat 5 2 7
Sun 1 Sutton Bonington

Show
6 3 8

Mon 2 7 4 9
Tues 3 HO 8 5 HO 10
Wed 4 9 Meeting 6 11 Meeting - Social
Thurs 5 HO 10 7 HO 12
Fri 6 11 8 13
Sat 7 12 HO 9 14 HO
Sun 8 13 10 15
Mon 9 14 11 16
Tues 10 15 12 17
Wed 11 Meeting 16 OH 13 Meeting 18
Thurs 12 17 HO 14 19
Fri 13 18 15 20
Sat 14 HO 19 16 HO 21
Sun 15 20 17 22
Mon 16 21 18 23
Tues 17 22 19 24
Wed 18 OH 23 20 OH 25 XMAS DAY
Thurs 19 HO 24 21 HO 26 BOXING DAY
Fri 20 25 22 27
Sat 21 Elvaston Castle 26 23 28
Sun 22 Elvaston Castle 27 24 29
Mon 23 28 25 30
Tues 24 29 26 31
Wed 25 30 27
Thurs 26 HO 31 HO 28 HO
Fri 27 29
Sat 28 30
Sun 29
Mon 30
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DATE DEMONSTRATOR

Jan 9th Brian Cockerill

Feb 13th Rick Dobney

March 13th AGM

April 10th Steve Heeley

May 8th Peter Hallam

June 12th Emma Cook

July 10th Robert Till

August 14th Joey Richardson

September 11th Jonathan Hart

October 9th Gerry Marlow

November 13th Richard Findley

December 11th Xmas social

Club Nights 2019

FORTHCOMING LOCAL EVENTS

22-23 March - Newark Show
26 August - Beacon Hill
1 September - Sutton Bonington
21-22 September - Elvaston Castle

DEMONSTRATIONS FURTHER AFIELD
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Mick Waldram Talk - 10-October-2018

This evening, in place of the usual demonstration by
a professional wood-turner, we were treated to a talk
by Mick Waldram and his wife Gwen giving some
background into Mick’s career as a forester and his
sideline of cutting and preparing timber.

Mick has worked in forestry for over 40 years,
starting with the Forestry Commission at the age of
15/16 before leaving to become a self-employed
forestry contractor and making and selling fence
posts and rails, jump poles etc.

Eventually he bought a mill (this is a 2 motor
horizontal band saw with a 26 inch cut) which

enables him to dress and cut the trees he acquires through his contracting work and
make large planks including double waney edged boards for coffee-table tops and
large gate posts. A more recent development following a discussion with a customer
is the cutting of turning blanks. He is keen to learn more about the wood-turner’s
requirement so that he doesn’t waste time and wood cutting blanks that won’t be of
use for turning.

There was a lot of discussion on the subject of spalting, decorative patterning of the
wood by a fungus as part of the natural rotting process. Mick encourages some of his
timber to spalt by leaving it in a ditch (!) in damp conditions, usually for 1-2 years; he
then cuts off the end to see how the colouring has progressed. If it looks OK, the
rotting process needs to be stopped as quickly as possible before the wood becomes
unusable. This is usually achieved by cutting it into planks and/or blocks as the action
of cutting the timber dries it out sufficiently to stop the rotting process. However, he
then has to beware of beetles which love spalted wood, particularly beech !

Mick told us about the three main milling techniques used; Through and Through,
Cutting for Grade, and Quarter Sawing.
· Through and Through is the simple process that many of us will have seen at

woodland festivals where a trunk is laid horizontally and sliced repeatedly,
producing double waney edged boards.

· Cutting for Grade is used to produce higher quality boards. Two or three cuts are
made as for Through and Through then the trunk is rotated through 45 degrees
before another two or three cuts are made. This sequence is repeated until only the
heart wood is left, this usually being used for firewood.

· Quarter Sawing comes in two flavours, English and American.
The English method is generally thought to be the more wasteful of the two; it
starts by splitting the log into four quarters. Each quarter in turn is remounted on
the mill with one side slightly raised before being sawn Through and Through.
This technique produces a lot of thin boards with a single waney edge, but each
board shows the best figuring from the alignment of the medullary rays.
The American method starts by taking a few cuts off both the top and bottom of
the log, then rotating through 90 degrees such that he two flat edges are vertical



before cutting the planks. Most of the planks produced this way are of uniform
width with sawn edges.

Mick told us some tales of problem trees and cuts that he has experienced, with some
of the highlights listed below …
· Winter cut timber generally dries much better with less

splitting as the wood has much less sap present and
hence is drier to start with and the internal forces are
much less strong.  However, this doesn’t always work as
can be seen from the example in the photo where he cut
about 100 slices for use as wedding rings (table
decorations, not jewellery) and every one of them split.

· Alder and Ash are pretty stable, if they are going to split they go very quickly,
otherwise they are likely to remain sound.

· Rowan is greatly prized by Americans as they see it as an exotic wood. It holds a
sharp edge very well.

· UK beech is much poorer quality that that from Central Europe, so is mostly used
for firewood.

· He generally only deals with forestry species so has little experience of fruit wood.

The evening concluded with the sale/purchase of turning blanks that Mick and Gwen
had brought along.
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September 2018 - COMPETITION
RESULT

Ogee Bowl

We had 7 entries and the winners were

1st Jim Hadfield
2nd Martin Stenlake
3rd  Ben Wild
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For Sale

Items Wanted

CLASSIFIED ADS

I have a limited quantity of exotic hardwood pen blanks, approx 25x25x150mm.
Price on application.

Myrtle, Olivewood, Tambuti, Bubinga, Amazaque, Leadwood, Hornbeam, Tanga,
Pau Amerello, Ropalo Lacewood, Imbuia, Moabi, Padua.

Also corian pen blanks 80p each.
Bernard   079221 25951

If any Companies are interested in placing advertisements in this
magazine then they should contact the Treasurer.
Contact details are shown on the Club Website.

trentvalleywoodturners.co.uk

'Tools for Africa” - if you have any surplus usable tools, please contact

Martin Gladders, Age UK - Men in Sheds, Oaks Industrial Estate, Loughborough LE11 5XN.
Tel: 01509 211603

Corian Blanks
Suitable for pen blanks and light pull cords

15mm*15mm*150mm - 4 for £1
25mm*25mm*150mm - 3 for £1

Larger pieces also available
Bernard   079221 25951
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Steve Heeley All Day Demonstration 10th November 2018

Unfortunately Steve hasn’t been too well lately so hasn’t
been in his workshop for a couple of weeks ! So to get
his hand in before tackling the main project for today he
decided to make a quick acorn first. He usually makes
them in form of boxes, but today’s acorn was just a solid one
designed to get his muscle memory working ! Starting between
centres Steve cut a tenon so that most of the work could be done
from the chuck. After re-mounting the piece he marked the point
where the nut and the cup join and roughly shaped them,

focusing on getting the proportions right before texturing the cup, and sanding. The final
stage is to turn down the stem/stalk, requiring him to support the nut by hand as the
connection to the chuck is turned away. Having parted/broken off the acorn, the stalk is
made more natural by paring with a knife.

Having satisfied himself that he could still turn, Steve moved on to the main project for the day, a 3
piece (base, stem & top) candlestick, about 2 feet tall to be made from ash, The base was mounted
on a screw chuck, turned to round and the face (actually the bottom) cleaned up, all
using a long grind bowl gouge. An internal chucking point was cut, ensuring that

the centre button ended up not protruding below the base.
The bottom of the base was finished by shear scraping
with the bowl gouge (with the handle held very low),
sanding and a coat of wax. After reversing the piece,
mounting in the chuck and the top surface cleaned up, a
mortice was drilled with a Jacobs chuck and Forstner bit surrounded by a
slightly undercut area. The top of the base was then shaped with arcing
cuts producing a concave curve and pull cuts to make a convex curve.
Acrylic lacquer and gloss and a final coat of wax were applied before the
chuck (with the base piece still attached) was removed from the lathe.

The stem was mounted between centres with the lower end at the tail stock and roughed to round
using a spindle roughing gouge. For interest during this phase Steve showed us how he would turn a
pommel cut (the bit of a chair leg where there is a transition from square to round) using a skew.
The bottom of the stem was turned to the same diameter as the undercut area on the base and a
tenon was cut to fit the mortice previously cut, leaving it slightly oversized. The chuck and base
were then remounted and the hole very gently eased until a nice fit was achieved.  The fit mustn’t
be too tight as when the tenon is introduced
to the mortice air is trapped and has to go
somewhere, so if it is too tight the base may
well split. The stem is then cramped up to
the base with the tail stock so that the
remaining turning of the stem can be
completed whilst attached to the base.



Firstly Steve cut the tenon for the top section to
sit on, and then decorated the top half of the stem
with coves, beads, fillets and a large onion shape.
He needed to hand support the stem while cutting
to damp out the vibration and ensure that the cuts
didn’t become wavy. The bottom section of the
stem was then fluted using a special jig and the
indexing feature of the lathe making six parallel
grooves along the length of the bottom half of the
stem. The whole stem was then sanded, sprayed
with acrylic lacquer and gloss and finally waxed

to give the work a soft tactile finish.

With the base and stem now complete, Steve moved on to the top of the candlestick.
Once it had been turned to round and the face cleaned, a mortice was cut to take the
top of the stem, leaving slightly undersized initially to allow it to be eased gently
until it was a good (but not overtight) fit. The bottom of the top was shaped and
finished as for the base and stem before being reversed to allow the top surface to
be cleaned up and shaped with a shallow mortice being turned to accommodate the
metal candle holder (from IKEA) to be fitted. The same finish was applied to the
top before the assembly was glued together ready to take its first candle.

Having a little time left in the afternoon Steve turned a cereal bowl having first chided us all for not
eating our cereal from a wooden bowl that we had turned ourselves ! Starting from a large half log
mounted between centres Steve reminded us to only use a bowl gouge and never a spindle gouge or
skew when turning bowls, and to cut from the base to the rim on the outside and from the rim to the
base on the inside. The hollowing cuts moved down and round, pivoting on the finger and tool rest
with steps left in the centre initially to provide extra mass and stability. When removing the final
nib in the centre, ensure that he tip of the bowl gouge is directly aligned with the centre of the nib
and gently ease it off. The walls of the bowl were left quite thick, perhaps 10mm and the bowl
would be finished with food-safe oil before being used.
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Last Chance Night 14-Nov-18 – Martin Stenlake

As Monty Python said - Now for something completely different. Martin
very kindly treated us all to a talk on Longbows and Archery. Martin is the
Vice Chairman of the Bosworth Bowmen, where he has been a member for
39 years, just a little longer than he has been with us (4 years !) and for
much of that time he has been making his own longbows, many of which he
brought along to show us.

A traditional longbow is often made from a single piece of yew and makes
use of the fact that the heart wood is much stiffer than the sap wood by
having the heart wood as the belly of the bow (the side nearest to the string) and the sap wood as the
back of the bow. With this type of bow, the shaping of the bow follows the line of the grain rather
than cutting across it.

A modern longbow is generally a laminate
construction with a D section shape. Martin
brought a number of examples that he has
made using lemon wood for the core and belly
of the bow, followed by ipe, then purple heart
(or green heart) and finally maple. The
laminates are very thin, so difficult to plane
without tear out so Martin uses a scraper which
he can work to an accuracy of 0.1 mm (4 thou)
! The different woods are chosen as each
brings different properties that enhance the

performance of the bow with some woods being better in tension and some in compression. The
glue used is a two part type with a paste and an accelerator, and once mixed goes hard in 15 minutes
so the bow maker has to work quickly ! The laminates are bound together rather than clamped to
ensure a full length bond.

A typical longbow has a draw weight (how hard you have to pull) of 50 lb, but to put it into context,
a war bow will have a draw weight of 90 lb, and the medieval bows (think Agincourt & Henry V)
would have required 100-150 lb. The world record for a longbow is 200 lb, held by a man still
living in Long Whatton.

As well as longbows, there are two
other types which are distinguished
by increasing use of technology in
their design and construction.
Firstly is the recurve bow to which
can be added sights and a ‘long
bar’ to provide stability. Although
this type of bow is much heavier
than a longbow, it isn’t gripped
tight, but just balanced in the hand.
Martin’s example was fitted with a
clicker, a small strip of sprung
metal through which the arrow passes as the bow is drawn, and produces an audible click as the
point of the arrow reaches it; ensuring a consistent draw length every time.



The third type is the compound bow which uses pulleys and cams to provide mechanical advantage,
making it much easier to draw and producing a very fast and accurate flight. Again, with type of
bow all sorts of mechanical aids to sighting and release are allowed, but they are not used for
competition at Martin’s club.

A compound bow can cost around £1000 to buy, as
can a good quality longbow.

Martin then showed us pictures demonstrating some
of the different types of competition run by his club.
These include straightforward target archery using
the familiar circular targets, and field archery where
targets, often looking like animals, are set out in a
woodland setting with shots being taken from
predetermined stations. Flight competitions are also
held; where the object is to fire the arrow the
maximum distance (the record currently stands at
greater than 1200 yards from a compound bow).

Finally Martin showed us a collection of arrows, ranging from traditional heavy war arrows with
many lethal looking tips to modern aluminium tube construction and the standard wooden shaft
arrows used for competition. Martin makes his own arrows from cedar shafts, goose feather
fletching, plastic nocks and metal bullet tips. Examples can be seen in the middle of the picture
below, being the two arrows each with 3 metallic (aluminium tape) stripes on the shaft; these being
added to help find errant arrows using a metal detector.
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TRENT VALLEY TRADING
Lots of woodturning accessories are available to purchase at discounted prices from the
shop. The list and price of equipment is available on request. Typical items include, clock
inserts, polishes, super glue, wood etc
Also available is a range of clothing adorned with the TVWT club logo.
In addition to the above there is a library of books and DVDs which are available for hire
at £1 per week. All proceeds going to the Club Funds.

TVWT WEBSITE

The Club’s Website address is
http://www.trentvalleywoodturners.co.uk

Members are advised to look at the
Website on a regular basis for any special

or breaking news items.

PHOTOGRAPHS

High definition photographs in this publication or on Club website are available for digital
download free of charge.
Photographs are sent via email in JPEG format which can be processed at most high
street shops with printing facilities i.e. Asda, Boots etc.
Anyone wanting photograph files should email bill.percival@hotmail.co.uk

Visit our website www.charnwood.net or showroom at
Cedar Court, Walker Road, Bardon Hill, Leicester,LE67 1TU

Tel 01530 516926

New Range of Pen Tur�ing Items
Including those below

Stock ref Description Price Price
Ex VAT Inc Vat

PENERB Classic Elite Rollerball Pen £6.67 £8.00
PENEF Classic Elite Fountain Pen £6.67 £8.00
PENER Black Rollerball Refill - Pack of 2 £2.08 £2.50
PENET Spare Tubes - Upper & Lower £2.08 £2.50
PENEBUSH Bush Set £2.50 £3.00
PBD10 10mm Drill Bit £4.17 £5.00

Classic Elite
Rollerball &
Fountain
Pen

This high quality gold plated Roller Ball pen makes the ideal gift
along with the Fountain Pen.

Shown with AR21 Coffee with

Black Sw
irl A

cryl
ic B

lank

Shown with AR24 Coffee with

Pink Sw
irl A

cryl
ic B

lank

Size 20mm x 20mm x 130mm Long.
Sand on the lathe using our PENSP foam backed sanding pads
from 1500 up to 12000girt to give a super fine finish.
Finish with Burnishing Cream for a high gloss finish.

Foam Backed
Sanding Pads
10cm x 8.5cm

Stock Description Price Price
Ref Ex VAT Inc Vat
PENSP Sanding Pads - Pack of 9 £8.33 £10.00

Designed specifically with pen turners in mind. This finishing kit
consists of nine different, colour coded, foam backed sanding
pads measuring 10cm (4") x 8.5cm (3.1/4").

Includes the following grit sizes:
1500 - Rust, 1800 - Green, 2400 - Black, 3200 - Tan,

3600 - Wine/Brown, 4000 - Teal, 6000 - Purple,
8000 - Royal Blue, 12000 - Grey

Suitable for wood and acrylic blanks .

/Trentvalleywoodturners

Visit our Facebook page at the
above address
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TVWT Christmas Social

The TVWT Christmas Social was held in the Kegworth Village Hall on the evening of
Wednesday 12th December 2018. We were treated to an excellent array of food and
drink provided by those present, followed by an interesting talk from John Elliot
entitled “Its All Over In A Flash” on the subject of Lightning.

Chairman Tony announced that we have decided to re-instate the old tradition of
the club making charitable donations at the end of the year, and that this year we
would be giving £500 to The East Midlands Air Ambulance, and £500 to The
Alzheimer’s Society.

Some very impressive turned items were on display as entries into the various
competitions, some of which are pictured below. The results of the competitions
were as follows :-

Competition 1st Place 2nd Place

Turning Between Centres Derek Henderson Lynne Stubbins

Turning Using a Chuck Nick Winfield Richard Thorpe

Anything Goes Derek Henderson Tony Stubbins

Chairman’s Challenge 1 Derek Henderson Melvin Francks

Chairman’s Challenge 2 Jim Hadfield Stan Ethell & Alex Mitchell

Charnwood Challenge
(Friday Learn to Turn) Mark Hill Mike

Cumulative Monthly
Results Ben Wild Martin Stenlake & Derek

Henderson
Special Award for
Exceptional Service Ian Ethell
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Your Committee 2018

Vic Taft

Chair

Tony Stubbins

Vice-Chair

Ian Ethell

Events Secretary

Derek Henderson

Secretary

Barbara Rundle

Treasurer

David Routledge

Webmaster

Ben Wild

Editor

Bill Percival

Communications

Colin Oakhill

Lynne Stubbins
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/trentvalleywoodturners

TRENT VALLEY WOODTURNERS
(Next to) Kegworth Village Hall

Kegworth
Leicestershire

DE74 2FH


